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}The majority of the worldõs poor are women 
and on the increase

}In conflict - torn areas, the majority  of  people 
displaced are women and children

}More women get affected by HIV and AIDS 
virus than men

}More women get violated, assaulted and are 
subjected to different forms of violence than 
ever before

}More and more women and the girl - child get 
exploited in human trafficiking



}No country can afford to ignore the need to 
harness and develop their women to the full 
potential

}Any country which chooses to place their 
women at a subservient position will be doing 
so at their own loss

}Women must move together with men 
towards the national development of the 
country



Age Total Male Female Female %

0 ð9 70,700 38,000 32,700 46.3

10 - 19 70,400 37,800 32,600 46.3

20 ð39 164,000 85,400 78,600 47.9

40 ð59 80,300 43,700 36,600 45.8

60 - 20,800 10100 10,700 51.4

Total 406,200 215,000 191,200 47



}Brunei Darussalam has achieved almost all 
the Millenium Development Goals and is 
placed 30th in the UNDP Human Development 
Index out of 177 countries

}Brunei Darussalamõs Vision 2035 stress on 
equal opportunities for women in the work 
force and nation building

}Women in Brunei Darussalam are given equal 
rights in education, training, healthcare, 
employment, business, ownership of assets, 
benefits and citizenship, among others.



ÁThe Unlawful Carnal Knowledge Act 1938

ÁThe Women and Girls Protection Act 1972

ÁThe Islamic Family Order 1999 and Amendment 
2010 to incorporate òdharar syarieó or domestic 
violence

ÁThe Married Women Act 1999 and Amendment 
2010 to incorporate Domestic Violence

ÁChinese Marriages Act

ÁThe Guardianship of Infants Order 1999

ÁThe Islamic Adoption of Children Order 2001

ÁThe Children and Young Persons Order 2006

ÁEducation Order 2003

ÁCompulsory Education Order 2007



Á National Registration and Immigration Act 2002

Á Employment Order 2009

ÁWork Place Safety and Health Order 2009 

Á Child Care Centres Order 2006

Á The Old Age and Disability Pensions Act 1954

Á The Trafficking and Smuggling of Persons Act 2004

Á Legitimacy Order 2001

Á Penal Code

ÁPrisonõs Rules (under section 62 of the Prisons Act 
(Cap. 51)

Á Tabung Amanah Pekerja (Cap 167)

Á Supplemental Contributory Pension (SCP)

Á Draft Brunei Disability Order (in the pipeline) 



} Literacy rate of females aged 9 years - 8.3% in 1947 to 91.5% 

in 2001 and to an estimated 98.2% in 2007 - 2008 

} Education For All (EFA) Development Index (EDI) for 2009 

classified Brunei Darussalam as being close to achieving the 

four most quantifiable EFA goals : ð

ƁUniversal Primary Education Adult Literacy

ƁGender Parity and Quality Quality Education.  

} EDI 2009 - Brunei Darussalam ranked 36 from 129 countries

} Compulsory Education Order 2007 provides for 9 years 

compulsory schooling

} Girls outnumber boys in secondary and tertiary level 

education

} Female graduates UBD ð73% (2007)



Our challenge will not be merely to 
increase the participation of women 
but rather the increased participation 
of both men and women together, in 
equity and in unison







· Increase in participation of women in labour
force from 20% in 1971 to 56.7% in 2008

· In 2008, 39.4% of total employed Labour Force 
were women

·Civil Service ð49% women
·Women in top echelon ð20% (MDG Report)
·Women in group 3 position and above 2008 -

28%
·Since December 2008, no more month to 

month service
·Employment Order 2009
·9 weeks maternity leave for female employees 

with payment benefit for 8 weeks
·Work Place Safety and Health Order 2010 
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} Brunei Darussalam has achieved MDG Goals 4, 5 and 6 

} Health services virtually free - only token payment 

} The indicators for women compare well with that of 
developed countries where females have a longer life 
expectancy than males : 79.8 years for female and for male 
76.6

} Leading causes of death similar to developed countries

}Maternal mortality rate is currently 0 per 100,000 live births

} Infant mortality rates have reduced significantly from over 
30 deaths in 1970s to current rate of 7 per thousand live 
births 

}Mortality rate for children under 5 was 9.5 per thousand live 
births



}Quality antenatal and postnatal care

}More than 99% of women receive antenatal care. Each 
woman makes about 8 antenatal visits during each 
pregnancy.

} More than 99% of deliveries are conducted by trained 
midwives in hospital settings.

}Mothers are given postnatal care up to 6 weeks 
postpartum including home nursing by midwives 
during the early weeks of the confinement period



}Women traditionally involved in business

}SMEs provide 92% of employment in private 
sector

}A substantial number of SMEs owned by 
women

}62% of beneficiaries of micro - credit financing 
schemes  (run by MIPR) are women ðas of 
March 2006

}Women make up more than half of the 
beneficiaries of the micro - credit facilities run 
by the Department of Community 
Development for the poor 


